[Application of chosen granulocyte markers in diagnostics of Leśniowski-Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis--preliminary research].
About 15% of cases of nonspecific inflammatory bowel diseases are difficult to diagnose based on clinical, radiological and histopatological criteria. In this study we tried to find a biochemical marker helpful in differential diagnostics and assessment of activity of Leśniowski-Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. Plasma concentrations of leukocyte elastase and calprotectin (neutrophiles' proteins), eotaxin (eosinophils chemoatractant) and C-reactive protein were measured in 22 patients with Leśniowski-Crohn's disease and 28 patients witch ulcerative colitis. Significantly higher plasma levels of leukocyte elastase and calprotectin in patients witch ulcerative colitis as compared to Leśniowski-Crohn's disease were found. Thus leukocyte elastase and calprotectin can be considered additional markers differentiating these two diseases. Moreover, plasma concentrations of CRP and leukocyte elastase were associated with the clinical activity of Leśniowski-Crohn's disease whereas CRP and calprotectin concentrations were related to the clinical activity of colitis ulcerosa.